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Theatrical Obserber ; 
Daily Bills of the Play. 


“ Nothing extenuate, nor set down aught in malice.”— Othello. 
No. 6295. FRIDAY, Feb. 25, 1842. Price 1d. 











“ The Play's the thing.”—Ask for Thomas’s Observer. —__ 

COVENT GARDEN THEATRE. { 

Norma, and I’vee and Easy, were the entertainments at this house, 
last night. 





DRURY LANE THEATRE. 

WE yesterday briefly announced the successful production of the new 
Play of Gisippus, the posthumous work of Mr. Griffin, who wrote it 
before he arrived at the age of 20. The writing is of a superior order, 
and the incidents are dramatic, without being forced to produce effect. 
At the commencement of the Play, Gisippus is on the eve of marriage 
with Sophronia, who has previously loved his friend, Fulvius, but from 
misunderstanding each other’s passion, she had promised her hand to 
Gisippus, who, overhearing the expression of their mutual regret, yet 
coupled with Sophronia’s declaration of unalterable gratitude to Gisippus, 
notwithstanding her attachment to Fulvius, gives up his intended bride to 
his friend, her first love; and they are immediately wedded. In the 
mean time, Davus, an usurer, presses some pecuniary claims, which he 
has on Gisippus, who, in his exigency, applies to his richer friend, Ful- 
vius. All Athens now rises up in clamour against him for having, as 
they allege, sold his bride for pelf. While this is going on, Fulvius is 
summoned to Rome, and departs, without keeping his appointment with 
his friend, who, the usurer still pressing his claims, is sold as a slave, 
and sent to Rome. After some time has elapsed, Fulvius returns to Ar- 
media, covered with glory, and is made a Pretor, In the sordid garb 
of a slave, Gisippus meets him, and is struck down by his attendant Lic- 
tors, as an unknown intruder on their master’s presence. The outcast 
then seeks refuge in an adjacent burial ground, where Chremes has just 
been assassinated by Lycias, Freed-man of Fulvius, between whom en- 
mity had long existed. Gisippus is too late to afford succour to the 
victim, and being found near the spot, and weary of his life, gives him- 
self up as the murderer. Lycias, however, saves him from execution by 
confessing himself as the assassin, and the two friends become reconciled. 
The avoidance of a catastrophe at the conclusion, constituting it, a Play 
instead of a Tragedy, added to the success which it deserved in a literary 
point of view, and the applause was unanimous at the fall of the curtain. 
Although there was not a very full house, we are persuaded that the pro- - 
duction of such Plays as these will eventually much more effectually pro- 
mote the interests of the management, than the revival of such Plays as 
The Gamester, Venice Preserved, The Point of Honour, &c. We 
have seldom seen Mr.Maeready to greater advantage than as Gisippus. 
Anderson was much too boisterous as Fulvius. A Mr. Graham, «(we 
believe from the Surrey,) performed a not very prominent part so sensibly 
as to show that he is capable of better things. Helen Faucit does not seem 
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Theatre Royal, Covent Garden. 


This Evening, (First Time) a New Comedy, in — Acts, written 
by DOUGLAS JERROLD, ca lied 
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The Scenery, by the Messrs.5 GRIEVE. 

The Decorations and Appointments by Mr. W. BRADWELL. + 

Lord Skindeep, M. P.,...e+++..-Mr W. FARREN, 
Sir Phenix Clearcake.. Mr HARLEY, 

Captain Smoke......Mr CHARLES MATHEWS, 

Mr Brown .. Mr F. MATTHEWS, 
Mr Chatham Brown, M. P..... Mr J. VINING, 

Mr Mellon... Mr WALTER LACY, 











Mr Spreadweasel ........ .-.-- .- Mr BARTLEY, 
Malmsey Shark .. Mr MEADOWS, 
ND 660s 06a seae~osewediad -. Mr HEMMING, 
Kimbo .» Mr BRINDAL, 
PE 6 scttikscentes.. -aeaaee . Mr GRANBY, 
Miffin .. Mr A. WIGAN, 

PORE 60665 666 0064000 ene Mr HUGHES, 
Pamela Spread weasel .. Mrs NISBETT, 
a Mrs WALTER LACY, 
Mrs Quarto .. Mrs W. WEST, 
ere eer -...» Mrs ORGER, 





After which, O’Keefe’s Farce of 


The Poor Soldier. 


Patrick, Mr W. HARRISO 


Captain Fitzroy ............ eee Mr  HEMMING, 
Dermot, Mr G. HORNCASTLE, 

PIG «6.0060 cen tse eesesmeas Mr HARLEY, 
Father Luke .. Mr BROUGHAM, 
ee Peer eee .eseeeMr A. WIGAN, 
Boy .. Mr KERRIDGE, 
ai i alias solid tcl eee Miss RAINFORTH, 


Kathleen, Mrs WALTER LACY 
To- -morrow, Elena Uberti. | 
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